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Rumination on Gandhi thoughts of Modern India

Dr. Deshmukh Alka Bharatrao
Vasundhara College, Ghatnandur

Abstract: When we consider the present state of affairs in India, there is
huge bridge between the twentieth century’s thoughts of Gandhi on
modern India and today’s India. The twentieth century sphere has
bestowed us two major gifts. One is the invention of atomic energy and
second is the Father of Nation Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi is rightly
called the Father of Nation beeause he fought against the mighty British
Empire, and with his constant efforts he made our India free lrom the
oppressive rules of British Empire, but unfortunately Gandhi is mostly
forgotten and his relevance questioned even by his ardent devinees,
Today Gandhi is remembered in India mostly on his birthday which is
celebrated as a national holiday as a ritual. Very courageously Gandhi
fought against rucial discrimination without any hatred towards the
while people. Gandhi is the power of words that emphasizes upon the
complete change of heart of enemy. Rabindranath Tagore in his essay
“Crisis in Civilizalion™ says, “The loss ol faith in human beings is the
greatest sin’ in the same way when we ignore towards the path of
Gandhi it would be certainly the cause of rapid destruction of human
life and values

Gandhi is not only a saint but he was a distinet thought, He
emphasized on Truth, non-violence, and peace. What he said, the same
he did. He was just not an ideal thinker but a practical personality, He
actively implemented his thoughts in his concern. Tle alone manifested
that ooly non-violence and Sutyngraha can bring victory to the
marginalized people. In modern times amd particularly ultra modern
times the implementation of Gandhi's thought is an urgent need. In this
globalization we are only the cause of destruction or consuming natural
resources so. lor preservation of natural resources we should emphasis
on the Gandhian thoughts, 1t is the shoulder responsibility ol every
citizens of India to keep alive Gandhi thoughts in our mind and brain.
Today’s world is {ull of insecurities like, poverly, lack of income,
productive malnutrition, illiteracy, homelessness, inadequate housing,
unsale environment, social discrimination and many more factors we
face in modern time. To overcome these insecurities definitely
Gandhian thoughts will help us.
Key words: Truth, Non Vielence, Ahinsa, Empowerment, Insecurities,
[deology,
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Gandhi's message to Modern India: As g matter of fact, India is not
toing on the path of Gandhian thoughts which are maostly confined to
text hooks. In fact since, independence the country has witnessed many
violent communal riots in this multi communal country, India’s
common people obtemperate to such political, social. and religious
riots. When we examine on the incident between October 319 and
MNovember 10™, 1984, India’s capital city Delhi became the focal point
of riols against the Sikh faith. Fven the lowest estimate of fatalities in
Delhi alone puts the number of Sikh dead at mare than 300 hundred.
Gandhi’s message of “swavalmnhi®, self-suf; ficiency with home spun
“Khaeli” cloth is not used now days as a slogan. Statistics show {hat the
country is definitely not following ‘Sarvedaya’, a broad Gandhian term
meaning ‘universal upliftment or progress of all reaching the masses
and the downtrodden, On the contrary, India today has the unigue
distinction ol being the only country in the world which has the richest
man in the world while at the same time more than 30 percent of s
population lives in eribile poverty. The major causes of poverty are
inadequate access to clean water and nutritious food, litle or no access
to livelihoods or jobs, conflies, mequality, poor education, climate
change, lack of infrastructure and limited capacity of the rovernment
All the above matters show that today Gandhism is a very
confused ‘ism’ in India, Today many politicians in India use the term
merely as a slogan and the common man make Gandhi almost out of
reach ol the younger groups by making Gandhi an unwilling person.
There is only one reason why the only photo we see of Gandhi in India
15 always an old man which brings the image of very simple and pious
man. Above picture of Gandhi hides the genuine Gandhi behind the
Gandji due (o that younger ones does not get any inspiration from the
image of Gandhi, which remains  invisible due to the lack of
knowledge, By looking at the varied crisis in various sectors there s
requirement of explosion of Gandhi’s thought. Until and unless we will
nol incorporate the real thoughts of Gandhi peace and harmony will
remain endangered. Onee we realize this, we realize the importance of
Gandhian thoughts and realize that it would be wrong 1o premise that
Gandhisim is dead in the world. Like Buddhism, which is mostly
prevalent now a day’s outside India in the same way Gandhisim is alive
outside India, there is global non violent awareness after Gandhi
Gandhi and Empowerment of Women- Afler two thousand
years of civilization women are stil] considercd inferior to men by most
cullures, whether in developed, developing or undeveloped nations
women were considered as inferior, Subsequently in 1960 rose the
concept of feminism. Women wanted 1o liberate themselves from the
traditional images in which they were caught. They wanted equal status
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in society in power and money. In 19135, Gandhi became active in
Indian politics at that ime women's participation in Indian National
Congress was very rare. Al that time Gandhi strongly supporled to
women to invelve in the Indian freedom movement. Gandhi had direet
communication with the housewives, female students, council of
women. He highlighted the major points that today we talk about 33%
reservation for women in parliament but we have not yel implemented
in reality. Gandhi’s opinion is firm about the equal share of women in
power in sociely he says that countries development is lotally depends
on the developments of women. To make the nonviolence movement
effective he says, “Woman is more fitted than man to make exploration
and take bolder action in nonviolence™ according o Gandhi women
themselves are responsible for their bad conditions in sociely. Hey still
have lure atractions towards Jewellery and expensive saris due to this
attraction they have spend their encrgy and talent in this things or
object. Once these women get away from this ir]tuflcc[_iun, they will
enjoy complete [reedom, Woman must occlude 1o consider she is the
object of man’s lust, because i gives us power looact beyond and
prejudice of gender,
Conclusion: in fact, Gandlian ideology is the solution 1o all problems
pertaining to modern man. Mahatma Gandli is an answer 1o ﬂl:'..l'
materialism of modern India. it we implement the idealogy ol Gandhi
there would be no interference of violence, corruplion and all social
evils which we are confronting in the present time of modern India.
Contention of Gandhi’s thought will bring *Ramrajie ' and the world
may become one family. It should be also consider that Giandhi's Ideals
are simple to implement because they are more practical and less
Ltheoretical.
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Mahatma Gandhi and Women Empowerment

Dr. Rama Pande
Assistunt Professor
Manavlok's College of Social Work. Ambajogai Dist Beed

Introduction : In India patriarchy makes believe that women
should remain confined to their hushands other male family members.
In Vedic period women enjoved more tights and better status than in
post Vedic medieval and British periods. During pre-Gandhian times
gender inequality and gender violence were al] prevailed. Women were

regarded as the root cause of all evil and responsible for downlall of

men. Women were having inferior status and were lotally dependent on
men. Customs and practices like female infanticide, child marriage,
Purdah, dowry, polygamy, Sati, repeated pregnancies, permanent and
pathetic widowhood, illiteracy, wilk Beating and verbal abuse made life
of common women very hard. Some social reformers and govt. tried 1o
avercome these social evils and efforls are made 1o give education (o
women but very few women benelited from these,

Mahatma  Gandhi revolulionary  sought 1w  bring  about
revolutionary changes in the status of women in the first of the 20
century. The views and the honest actions like giving equal status,
respect and considered women as a human being are also relevant in
leday's era for women empowerment.

This paper aims w understand the views of Gandhi on Women
Empowerment and its relevance in the present scenario.

Research Methodology: The present paper is focused on views of

Gandhi on women empowerment. Sceeondary data is collected [rom
books relaled o Crandhiji, articles in various magazines, news papers,
internet, and published rescarch article.

Analysis and Discussion

Evil praetices opposcd by Gandhi related to women.

Female infanticide custom of Dowry : Gandhiji was against the
practice of female infanticide, He said that the birh of a girl was
generally unwelcome as she was to be married ofl and had to live and
work in her marital home. Another reason was the custom of dowry
which made the girl child liability for her parents. Gandhiji was the
clearly of the view that people should rejoice at the birth of hoy as well
as girl child because world needs both, No discrimination should be
made on the pround of sex. He also opposed the custom of dowry
which was one ol the reasons behind infanticide.
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Female illiteracy :Gandhi believed that lack of education and
information was the roots cause of all the evils against women. It is her
right to get education like men and he believed that education is
essential for enabling women to assert their cxpansion so he stood for
proper education for women as he believed that after receiving
education they become sensitive to the glaring inequalities to which
they are subjected.

Child Marriage : Gandhi objected o child marriage, for they
were devoid of the element of consent on the part ol the concerned hoy
as well as the girl. Gandhiji believed that both the boy and the girl
should be developed physically and mentally at the time of marriage
and that they should have a voice in the choice of their lile pariner. He
look forwards child marriage as a moral and physical evils and also as
immaoral inhuman act which made innocent girls objects of man’s lust,
ruined the health of many a child mother and converted tender age oirls
in o widows he believed that the practice of child marriage is a
hindranee in progress of women because it denies educational
opportunity ad deprivation of joys of girl hood.

Role of Gandhi to support women empowerment: Clandhi
did not stop at opposing the practices which were harmful to women
but also forcelully advocated in favor of various rights of women. Such
as educational rights, property right, economic independent, right 1o
vole, wives as equal 1o hushand, women as individuals, political rights,
Because of this women participated in political meetings and protest
marches, bore lathi charge, courted arvest and even got shot. They
could do so because Gandhi choose a particular form of struggle which
suited women. Women did not feel limited or unequal to men. e
mobilized women politically through his speeches, writings and
personal example. Due to him women participation in freedom
mavement the presence of women in public sphere pained acceptability
in [ndia.

Mahatma Gandhi was not only 8 great leader of Indian
nationalism but he was 2 major social and political reformer, who
played an important role in purging the Indian society of its inherent
evils,

Gandhi  throughowt  his life, work Tor the opliftment of

downtrodden, making significant contribulions for the enhancement of

the status of women in [ndia. Women under his acgis 100k a milestone
step towards reestablishing their identity in the sociciy. Mot only there
was a general awaking among the women, but under his leadership,
they entered into the national mainstream, taking parts in the national
maovements, In Gandhi’s words, to call women the weaker sex is a
libel; it is man's injustice to women,
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In describing the women's role as a houscholder and house
keeper, he goes even further in stressing the need for man and woman
to do the duty, for which nature has destined us by finding it degrading,
both for man and women, Gandhiji believed women could much to
transform India on all levels. He believed that equal rights for women
and men were necessary but not sulficient to create a more just social
order,

Gandhiji preached and practiced sharing of housework by both
men and women of the family. He encouraged women to do intellectual
work and men to help in cooking, cleaning and caring, conventionally
women's chores™,

Conclusion :For Gandhi. women were nol mere toys in the hands
o’ men. Neither their competitors, Men and women are essentially
endowed with the same spirit and therefore have similar problems.
According to Gandhi, education Jor women was the need of the time
that would ensure their moral development and makes them capable of
oceupying the same platform as that of men. Women have equal mental
abilities as that of men an equal right w freedom. In Gandhi’s words,
“The wife is not the husbands slave bul his companion and his help-
mate and an equal partner in all his joys and sorrows — as free as the
hushand te choose her own path®”.

In the social realm, Gandhi envisaged a eritical role for women in
doing away with the forces of communalism, caste system and
untouchability. Mahatma Gandhi was one of the greastest advocates of
women's liberty and all throughout his life twiled relentlessly to
improve the status of women in his countey. His faith in their immense
capabilitics found expression in his decisions to bestow leadership 1o
them in various nationalistic endeavors,

Ciamdhi was nol against economic independence ol women. e
wanted women to ake up some work so as to supplement the eaming
ol the Family. He believed that women of India had strength, ability,
character and determination 1o stand on her own and work shoulder to
shoulder with men in every walk of life. He had full faith in their
sincerity and was sure that they would not lag behind in producing
perliet performance.

Giandhiji believed that il women got education and participated in
public arena they became aware of their own position and rights. As a
resull many associations for women came up. Gandhi considered
women not only equal to men but in many ways superior to men. He
declared that w call women weaker sex was libel and a gross injustice
Lo wonten.

Thus Mahatma Gandhiji experimented women’s field a century
ago showed the way for the women empowerment and the development
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ol the status of women, Gandhiji believed that unless and until women,
on the basis of education, knowledge and skill do not acquire their
esteem position in social economic and paolitical fields, they could not
achieve sell respect for themselves. Nor they could become
independent in any of the field of life, Throughout his life Gandhiji
motivated Indians to take concrete and practical initiatives regarding
education of women which will bring them out of these centuries old
conservative customs, rituals and rules followed in the society, which
were responsible for their social slavery as well gs mental slavery.

Gandhiji strongly believed that only women should lead the
organizations devoted to the cause of women empowerment. That is
because he learnt from his experience that real advancement and
empowerment of women can come anly through their own eflorts,

According to Gandhiji, the three important factors that promote
women empowerment are; education, employment and change in social
structure. All the three components are equally important and mutually
related. 1t can be  said undoubtedly, that Mahatma Gandhiji
experimented a cenlury ago and shown the way for the empowerment
of women and the improvement of the status of women in the country.
But in reality we can see completely an opposite picture of the
empowerment of women. It is a great regret for us that even today
employment of women is still resiricted in some families. In the
families, the women sometime also hecome the victim of domestic
violence and in the socicty they are also exploited by the social evils
like dowry, system, prostitution, witch hunting etc.

Hence, this is the high time we have 1o remember and Tollow
golden words of wisdom of Candhijis relating human rights and
empowerment.
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MAHATMA GANDHI

Past, Present and Future

P, Purnachandra Rao

Pruth™ does not get entangled in a time frame not it changes
ltom time to time. Mahatma saw God in Truth and Proclaimed
1 the world “Truth is God”. Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi’s
pist was British rule *Bharat mate in chains™ His present was
the epie struggle to live with dignity whether it was in South
Alrien or India, His future was ethically and morally a vibrant
i where™ the mind is without fear and head is held high
“Where the words come oul from depth of truth....”

eabindeanath Tagore)

Ciondhi knew that “the good of the individual lies in the good
ol ull™ as enunciated by Ruskin whose “unto the last™
gepueezed itsel U into head and heart of Gandhi. “All" iucludt‘:s
all frrespective ol caste, colour, creed and religion. His
iselon wid o see pencelul coexistence of inhabitants ol
Il thie Bhorat,

[arn in Gujrat, educated i London, practiced in South Alrica
and motivated masses and elasses in India, alike being one
among them, Gandhi imbibed vilues of the land he had
wirlleedd o and [rom the books he had read and from thinkers
ol the times he had venerated.

Hind Swaraj, Gandhiji wrote nonstop, while journeying back
10 South Africa from London in 1909, is the magnum opus of
vision and mission of Gandhiji.

Hind Swaraj sounds impractical but it is imperative to clear
Aueean Stables. It sets the agenda to build the nation.

In Hind Swaraj, one {inds, an amazing transparcncy and
clarity of thought, presented in hypo hora pattern. The writer
{Gandhi) poses a question and the writer (Gandhi) answers the
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WOMEN IN DECISION MAKING

Dr Mukesh Kumar Gautam Sanjay Gautam
Associaie Professor Research Scholas
sculty of Education Faculty of Educatio=
DayalBagh Educational Institute DayalBagh Educational Instituze
(Deemed university) Dayalbagh Agra {Deemed university) Dayalbagh Agra
The power to decide women decision making and gender equality. Around the world women
now have more influence aver the decisions that affect their lives cven in the most conservative
societies. Feminists and gender advocates have been able to forward more equitable policies ang
outcomes. Women empowerment is giving legitimate power or authority to perform the tasks. H
omen were cmpowered they would be able to participate in the plann ing
and contribute to the development programmers and activities individual
women empowerment through decision making authority at

culturally to be female headed household. The concept of the head of the hushand 15 not defined in
anywhere. Further in the census record ration card and other family survey reports also the name of
the male has heen given under head of the houschold and it is obviously stated that he is the
breadwinner and the chief decision maker, In some cases where the wife is the breadwinner but the

hushand is the decision maker. As with so many other aspects of social, cultural and cconomic life in
the 21st century.

and decision making task
ly. This study focuses on
houschold level. it is not accepted

A study on challenges faced by Women Leadership
in Decision Making in Modern Perspectives

Sukeshini Sanjay Jogdand
Assistant Professor
Manavlok college of Social Work

Ambajogai- 431517
Dist. Beed Maharashtra
In 21" Century Indian women are facing lot more challenges than men a
other parts in the world, These days in India the role of wo
changed. Women can be seen on higher post in education field, CEOQ, fighter Jet pilots, customer
services head, banking, admin heads, HR, com pany exccutives, telecom sector as well as in politics.
By managing all these work, the women are the center and foundation of the social and cultural life of
the family. Intoda ¥'s scenario economical Support is given by Indian women to their family member
Although the Quantity of waged women is inc reasing by the time but stil] there are some barriers that
they have to suffer at sume point to prove themsclves valuable for her profession as well as family.
She is solely responsible 1o balance her responsibilitics in her various roles in domestic as well as
professional life, This makes the life of working women extren ely stressful,

In various societies across the globe men have traditionall
roles and women have dominaled in care ta king roles.

nd women of the
men in our society has been tremendously

v dominated in paid employment
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Relevance of Mahatma Gandhiji’s View on
Education in Present Scenario

Dr. Rama Pande

»  Assistant Professor Manavlok’s College of Social Work
Ambajogai Dist Beed

Introduction

A.K.S. Parihar in his book, 'Mahatma
Gandhi and his social work wrote that, "Why
Gandhi is so significant today is that he was
the first great example of a typically modern
phenomenon, the political saint. Gandhi
insisted that everyone in the Ashram included
himself his wife and family, should do their
share of the dirty chorus of the community.
But this was not in any sense a punishment;
it was the practical democracy of the ashram.

Gandhiji was a great thinker, teacher,
and philosopher who envisioned and
expanded the concerns of education at
mental, intellectua! and moral level. Present
education-system has become business
centered and examination-centered. Now,
the main objective of education is not to
educate the children, to impart knowledge, to
inculcate moral values in pupils. Rather it has
converted into a business, educational
institutions are exploiting parents of children
by taking donations and charge huge amount
of money as fees. Therefore, there is a
severe need of improvement in education-
system, teacher-parent’s attitudes,
curriculum, ca-curricular activities,
educational administration and policies,
Research Methodology

The present paper is an attempt to
highlight Mahatma Gandhi's views on
education; secondary data is collected from
Books related Mahatma Gandhi, articles in
various magazines, news paper, internet,
published research papers etc.

Objectives of the Study
* To study mahatma Gandhiji's view on
education

« To understand the relevance of
Mahatma Gandhiji's Views on
education in present scenario

Analysis and Discussion

Importance of Gandhijis model of
basic education in present scenario -
Gandhijis model of Basic of Education mainly
focuses on the Physical, mental, intellectual
and moral development of the child. He
wanted to make India as a land of equity,
brotherhood, love, tolerance, co-operation,
economic employment and developments. In
Gandhi's model of basic education the
immense focus was given to two things-
education and hard work. The basic
education focused that students hold study
their curriculum at the same time they also
participate in co-curricular activities like
manual work, agriculture, spinning, weaving,
carpentry and several other skills based on
availability of local resources. These activities
are helpful in the development of moral and
human values like sense of responsibility,
bread labor, co-operation, self — reliance,
financial independence, team spirit, honesty,
unity, geniuses and cohesion etc.
Experiential Learning

Gandhi's model of Basic Education is
centered on the teaching maxims of ‘learning
by doing’ and ‘learning by experience’.
According to their level and stages, students
should be engaged in examination, testing,
demonstration, laboratory works, releasing.
and reflection, contemplation, inductive —
deductive  approach based  activities,
exhibition, excursion field visits, presentation,
discovery and exploration. He says that
students should not be passive, but they
should be active-learners in the teaching,
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learning process. By experiential learning,
students become aware about their
surrounding, society, environment and
nature. They will be conscious and attentive
in their classroom as well as they will be
thoughtful, caring and sensitive towards their
social and practical life.

Need of work education today

According to Mahatma Gandhi,
averyone must perform some useful work for
his or her livelihood and for the service of
society. We should do our work properly and
correctly in such a way that our work will be
helpful in the development of society and
country. Everyone  should become
economically strong and self-reliant, so that
we can fulfill our basic needs.

According to Maharma Gandhi,
education and work are the major devices for
the all-round development. Work education
does not indicate child-labor because there is
no exploitation of children. Rather by
companionship, co-operative engagement,
sharing, caring and contributing and by
supporting each other, the aim of all-round
development of children is achieved. Our
education system should adopt the culture of
work-education. Work education contains co-
Operative activities, cultural programmes,
group work, team project, cohesion and
social learning, mass prayer, creative
programmes, painting and music, agricultural
work, watering plants, gardening, carpentry,
handicraft work based on local need,
spinning and weaving, leather work, wood
work, clay modeling, embroidery, bamboo
crafts, hygiene and health based
programmes, cleaning, common dinner,
physical activities, exercise, yoga, P. T. drill,
games and sports.

Above mentioned all activities are
essential to include in our today's curriculum
which will be very helpful for all students for
their all round development which is missing
in today’s curriculum. Students are studying
only for exams and they are lacking life skill
activities which are very essential to face the
problems in life. Hence, the above mentioned
aclivities which work education includes are
need of the day as they are relevant today.
Basic Education Model

The structure and assumption of the
educational institution is not only to give
education to the students. Mareover it is for
the inculcation of the values among students
— the future citizens. It is the responsibility of
our educational institution to give such kind of
vision to younger generation who can
redefine our society and can play a vital role
in the national development. Basic education
proposed by Gandhiji can be very effective in
fulfilling the above mentioned obijectives as it
has proposed a very systematic plan for our
youth to develop human and moral values.

The root of basic education scheme is
laid on the strong-foundation of the eleven
vows of Mahatma Gandhi. The eleven vows
Mahatma Gandhi are also known as 'eleven
Vratas’ or eleven principles which are; Satya,
Ahinsa, Asteya, Brahmacharya, Aparigraha,
Sharirshrma, Aswada, Sarvatra
Bhayavarjana, Sarva Dharma Samanatva,
Swadeshi, Sparshbhavana. All these eleven
vows are the bundle of human and moral
values. Which are very essential in modern
era to create good human being, in this
connection all the eleven vows of Gandhiji
are relevant today.

Relevance of Gandhiji's Nai Talim in
present era

Mahatma's dream was equality
among all the citizens of India. According to
him a lawyer's work has the same value as
the barber's work. The highest and the
humblest, the ruler and the ruled, the poor
and the rich, all are equal. Everybody should
earn his living by honest means and sweat of
his brow. To establish 'Ramrajya’ and to
spread spirit of ‘Sarvodaya’ in India,
Mahatma Gandhi has provided different ways
in form of his philosophy and Nai Talim. The
principles of Nai Talim provide the necessary
directives for its implementation, and make a
suitable platform for the students to become
economically empowered, socially useful
productive and ideal citizens.

Conclusion

In the present society we need to
redefine the values as per Gandhian thought
because the educational institution is a place
from our future citizens of the country
emerge. Gandhian thoughts and principles
like eleven vows, can redefine our school
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systems on the grounds of basic education.
Teachers, stake holders, policy makers can
make the school system in such a way
students become accountable towards
everyone and towards society. Therefore, the
need of Gandhian thought and Gandhi's
model of Basic Education is very essential in
the present era.

Our educational institutions and
society are facing the challenges of values-
crises. To overcome this challenge of
rescuing our education system from value
crises researchers, teachers, educators and
educational stake holders suggest
implementing, the basic educations system
proposed by Gandhiji.

India is a very vast country, suffering
from illiteracy, corruption, scams,
unemployment; we need to develop our
students in such a way that they may
become self reliant, independent, responsible
and accountable towards themselves and
their society. This model of education is
helpful in achieving the aims, needs and
desired objectives of the society. Hence this
model is relevant today.

Education, society and culture are
interdependent as education brings change
in society, society also decide the curriculum,
objectives, methodology under the influence
of cultural, political, economic, communal and
social practices. Mahatma Gandhi believed
that education should be relevant to the need
and problems of our country. Education
should be used as a weapon to shun away
the vices and evils of our society. So, our
education system and curriculum should be
redefine and reconstruct according 1o
Gandhian model of Nai Talim and Basic
education which is most relevant in present
era. Because this model is helpful to
inculcate the values like, human values,
social values, cultural values and spiritual
values among students which is having
practical utility, economical-development,
ideals of Indian civilization, spirituality,
morality, nationality and eleven vows of
Mahatma Gandhi
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