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The Quality Management in Higher Educational Institutes in India
Dr.P.L.Chavan
Department of Public Administration
Vasantrao Naik College,Vasarni Nanded
Email:cplaxman @gmail.com

Abstract

The quality of higher education is everywhere discussing in today’s scenario. So
many studies and commission reports at official level has recognized the same and
given recommendations for its Improvement. Government and other constitutional
agencies are taking necessary measures for the eradication of root cause of educational
barriers to make higher educational institutes become a qualitative. But these one way
work, will not serve the purpose unless institutions and faculty take proactive initiatives
and measures. A challenge of foreign institutions entering the Indian higher education is
going to pose the threat of even survival of poor performing institutions in India. The
advantages of the Quality management have been valued by many companies around
the world in today’s scenario. This paper is taking an initiative to focuses the lights on
principles, steps and dimensions of the quality management in higher educational
institute in India.

Introduction

Academic institutions offering higher education in general and those offering
professional education in particular are undergoing a process of change similar to what
business organizations have undergone a few decades ago when they were confronted
by competition. After 1991 we have accepted globalization, privatization and
liberalizations. The speed of change is driven by multiple factors. Demands from
industry, information-age mind set of the students, increased competition, creation of
knowledge society and the renewed quest among academic community are some of the
factors driving this change.

To ensure that higher education, particularly professional education, is able to
deal with market and technological changes coupled with global requirements, it is
important for institutions offering higher education to use appropriate curricula, course
materials and teaching methodologies that are not only up-to-date, but also effective
from learner’s point of view and easy to penetrate particular and useful though required
in present scenario. The exponential growth of knowledge, exploding instructional
technologies, enhanced access to practices of premier institutions, accessibility to
knowledge, globalization of education etc require educators and faculty members to
continuously evaluate themselves and improve upon their effectiveness.

Objectives of the study
1. Understand the role of Higher Education in Human development.
2. To discuss the importance of quality in higher education institutions.
3. To know the actions required for implementation of quality management
principles.
4. Identify the effort of student, faculty members, officials and Higher Educational
Institutes toward quality management.
Methodology

Data is collected through journals, published papers, books, souvenir,
periodicals and websites. Analysis is theoretical analysis and is interpreted basis which
clarify the things to understand properly.

The Quality Management in Higher Educational Institutes in India
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Higher Education

Higher education imparts in-depth knowledge and understanding so as to
advance the students to new frontiers of knowledge in different walks of life and subject
domains what our ancestor have created. It develops the student ability to question and
seek truth and makes them competent to critique on contemporary issues. It broadens
the intellectual powers of the individual within a narrow specialization, but also gives
them a wider perspective of the world around. According to Ronald Barnett (1992) there
are four predominant concepts of higher education.
1. Higher education as the production of qualified human resources: In this
view, higher education is seen as a process in which students are counted as
“products” absorbed in labour market. Thus, higher education becomes input to
the growth and development of business and industry.
2. Higher education as training for a research career: In this view, higher
education is preparation for qualified scientists and researchers who would
continuously develop the frontiers of knowledge. Quality within this view point
is more about research publications and transmission of academic rigour to do
quality research.
3. Higher education as the efficient management of teaching profession: Many
strongly believe that teaching is the core of educational institutions. Thus, higher
education institutions focus on efficient management of teaching-learning
provisions by improving the quality of teaching, enabling a higher completion
rate among the students.
4. Higher education as a matter of extending life chances: In this view, higher
education is seen as an opportunity to participate in the development process of
individual through a flexible, continuing education mode. Interestingly, all these
four concepts of higher education are not exclusive; rather they are integrated
and give an overall picture of higher education. If we look at the activities of
colleges and universities, we will realize that teaching, research and extension
form the three main functions of higher education.
Role of higher education in the Society

Higher education is generally understood to cover teaching, research and
extension. Scientific and technological advancement and economic growth of a country
are as dependent on higher education as they are on the working class. Development of
indigenous technologies and capabilities in agriculture, food security and other
industrial areas are possible because of our world-class higher education infrastructure.
Higher education also provides opportunities for lifelong learning, allowing people to
upgrade their knowledge and skills from time to time based on societal needs. The
Kothari Commission (1966) listed the following roles of the universities

1. To seek and cultivate new knowledge, to engage vigorously and fearlessly in the
pursuit of truth, and to interpret old knowledge and beliefs in the light of new
deeds and discoveries;

2. To provide the right kind of leadership in all walks of life, to identify gifted
youth and help them develop their potential full by cultivating physical fitness,
developing the powers of the mind and cultivating right interests, attitudes and
moral and intellectual values;

3. To provide the society with competent men and women trained in agriculture,
arts, medicine, science and technology and various other professions, who will
also be cultivated individuals, imbibed with a sense of social purpose;

The Quality Management in Higher Educational Institutes in India
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4. To strive to promote quality and social justice, and to reduce social cultural
differences through diffusion of education; and

5. To foster in the teachers and students and through them in the society generally,
the attitudes and values needed for developing the “good life” in individuals and
society. Role of all actors in this field are equally important.

Defining the Quality

The British Standard Institution defines quality as “the totality of features and
Characteristics of a product or service that bears on its ability to satisfy the stated or
implied needs”. Green and Harvey (1993) identified five different approaches to
defining quality:

1. Exceeding high standards and passing required standards.

2. Exhibited through “Zero defects” and ‘“getting right the first time”, making

quality a culture.

3. Product or service meets the stated purpose, customer specifications and

satisfaction.

4. Efficiency and effectiveness.

5. Qualitative change.

These different notions of quality have lead Reeves and Bedner (1994) to conclude
“the search for a universal definition of quality and statement of law like relationship
has been unsuccessful”. According to Gummesson (1990) it might be useful to create an
insight into the many dimensions that form a fuzzy entity referred to as quality through
social consensus rather than defining it. Garvin (1998) classified the various definitions
of quality into five major groups,

1. Transcendent: These definitions are subjective and personal. They are eternal

but go beyond measurement and logical description.

2. Product-based: Quality is seen as measurable variable. The basis for

measurement is objective of the product.

3. User-based: Quality is a means for customer satisfaction. This makes these

definitions individual and partly subjective.

4. Manufacturing-based: Quality is seen as conformance to requirements and

specifications.

5. Value-based: These definitions define quality in relation to costs. Quality is

seen as providing good value for costs ( Largosen et al, 2004)
The quality has a few central ideas, around which the whole concept revolves,

1. Quality as absolute.

2. Quality as relative.

3. Quality as a process.

4. Quality as culture.

When we consider quality as absolute, it is given and considered as the highest
possible standard. The Egyptian Pyramids and the Taj Mahal are works of high
standards and quality. In product terms, they are attached with high “brand” values,
status and positional advantages. Quality as relative suggests that the quality of a
product or service can be described in relative terms. Quality here can be measured in
terms of certain specifications. Process adopted to make product must be qualitative and
the culture around the working must be qualitative.

The Quality Management in Higher Educational Institutes in India
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Higher Education Institutions Trying to Improve Quality

As teachers, principals, heads of the department and policy makers in education
we should aware about quality of teaching, programmes, and institution because of the
following reasons,
1. Competition: We are entering a new regime, where competition among
educational institutions for students and funds will be highly significant. With
globalization and GATS (Global Agreement on Trade in Services), the
educational environment will be seized by increased competition. In order to
survive in such situation, educational institutions need to worry about their
quality.
2. Customer satisfaction: Students, parents or sponsoring agencies as customers
of the educational institutions are now highly conscious of their rights or getting
value for their money and time spent. They are now demanding good quality
teaching and receiving employable skill set and thus we should constantly worry
about the relevance of our courses and programmes to the needs of the market.
3. Maintaining standards: As educational institutions, we should always concern
about setting our own standard and maintaining it continuously year after year.
In order to maintain the standard, we should continuously make efforts to
improve quality of educational facilities.
4. Accountability: Every institution is accountable to its own stake holder in terms
of the funds like public or private used on it. Concern for quality will ensure
accountability of funds utilized and inform the stake holders about taking
appropriate decisions. Thus quality can be considered as a monitoring
mechanism.
5. Improve employee morale and motivation: Concern for quality as an
institution will improve the morale and motivation of the staff in performing
their duties and responsibilities. If quality system is in place, the internal process
would be systematic making every department complementing each other’s
service domain and helping in developing internal customer satisfaction leading
to high morale and motivation.
6. Credibility, prestige and status: If institutions are concerned about quality,
continuously and not once in a while. It will bring credibility to institutions and
individuals because of consistency leading to practice, status and brand value.
7. Image and visibility: Quality institutions have the capacity to attract better
stake holder support, like getting merit students from far and near, increased
donation / grants from funding agencies and higher employer interest for easy
placement of graduates.
Dimensions of Quality in Higher education

The quality was originally developed in the manufacturing industry. In the area
of higher education, the adoption of quality control has been superficial and diluted by
the exercise of academic freedom. The prevailing culture of universities is often based
on individual autonomy, which is zealously guarded (Colling and Harvey, 1995). It is
usually difficult to apply the features of quality to higher education considering the fact
that quality requires team work (Boaden and Dale, 1992). The quality of higher
education is very important for its stake holders. Notably, providers as funding bodies
and the community at large, students, staff and employers of graduates are important.
The most commonly used dimensions of quality in higher education are product,
software and service (Owlia and Aspinwall, 1996) as fallows,

The Quality Management in Higher Educational Institutes in India



-6- | Manavlok Research Bulletin April — June 2016 Issue-XIV ISSN -2349-3984

A. Product dimensions of quality in higher education
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In the dimension of quality in higher education there are some important factors
which need to be focused on it. These factors are the key factors in the
achievement of quality management. These are as follows,

Performance: Primary knowledge and skills required for graduates.

Features: Secondary and Supplementary knowledge and skills.

Reliability: The extent to which knowledge and skills learned are correct,
accurate and up to date.

Conformance: The degree to which an institutional programme and course
meets established standards, plans and promises.

Durability: The depth of learning.

Serviceability: How well an institution handles customer’s complaints?

. Software quality dimensions in higher education

In the software quality dimension in higher education there are some important
factors which need to be focused on it. These factors are the key factors in the
achievement of software quality management. These are as follows,
Correctness: The extent to which the programme and course complies with the
specified requirements.

Reliability: The degree to which knowledge and skills learned is correct,
accurate and up to date.

Efficiency: The extent to which knowledge and skills learned is applicable to
the future career of graduates.

Integrity: The extent to which personal information is secure from unauthorized
access.

Usability: The ease of learning and communicativeness in the class room.
Maintainability: How well an institution handles customer’s complaints?
Testability: How fair examinations represent a subject of study?
Expandability: Flexibility

Portability: The degree to which knowledge/skills learned is applicable to other
fields

. Service quality dimensions in higher education

In the service quality dimension in higher education there are some important
factors which need to be focused on it. These factors are the key factors in the
achievement of software quality management. These are as follows,
Responsiveness: Willing and readiness of staff to help students.

Reliability: The degree to which education is correct, accurate and up to date.
Understanding: customers Understanding students and their needs.

Access: The extent to which staff are available for guidance and advice.
Competence: The theoretical and practical knowledge of staff and other
presentation skills.

Courtesy: Emotive and positive attitude towards students.

Communication: How well the students and lecturers communicate in the class.
Credibility: The degree of trustworthiness of institution.

Security: Confidentiality of information.

10. Tangible: State, sufficiency and availability of equipment and facilities.
11. Performance: Primary knowledge and skills required for graduates.
12. Completeness: Supplementary knowledge and skills, use of computer.

The Quality Management in Higher Educational Institutes in India
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D. Quality dimensions in higher education
In the quality dimension in higher education there are some important factors
which need to be focused on it. These factors are the key factors in the
achievement of software quality management. These are as follows,
1. Tangibles: Sufficient equipment and facilities, Ease of access, visually
appealing environment, Support services like accommodation, sports etc.
2. Competence: Sufficient staff like Academic, Theoretical and practical
knowledge, qualifications, teaching experience, communication.
3. Attitude: Understanding students needs Willingness to help, Availability for
guidance and advice, giving personal attention.
4. Content: Relevance of curriculum to the future jobs of the students,
Communication skills and team work, Flexibility of knowledge, being cross-
disciplinary, Containing primary knowledge and skills
5. Delivery: Effective presentation, Sequencing, timeliness, Consistency, fairness
of examinations, Feedback from students.
6. Reliability: Trustworthiness, Giving valid award, Handling complaints, solving
problems
Conclusion

The economic, social, cultural, technological changes contribute to knowledge
society. The present growth of economic growth can be substantially increased if India
becomes super power in knowledge sector. Some of institutes are performing excellence
in their field. A conceptual quality management model for excellence is Higher
Education Institutes is based on the following things we can suggest by gone through
this study.

1. Commitment of management: Top management, through their supervision of
all processes, should ensure that everybody is committed to achieving quality in
higher educational Institutes.

2. Course delivery: Expert knowledge must be matched with expert skill to
transmit that knowledge, the fervor to acquire knowledge must be matched with
fervor to transmit it and become capable to fulfill today’s demand of nation and
society.

3. Campus facilities: Utmost attention is to be shown in providing excellent
infrastructure and physical facilities in the campus for student learning, co-
curricular and extracurricular activities comparing with developed countries.

4. Courtesy: An emotive and positive attitude towards students will lead to
congenial learning environment in higher educational institutes.

5. Customer feedback and improvement: Constant feedback from the students
leading to continuous improvement in the process is the key to achieving
excellence in delivering lecturer, infrastructural support, teaching aids and so
on.

The higher Education system needs to be strengthened which will be capable of
honing the system to attain all-round, multifaceted personality; to acquire leadership
qualities, to sharpen communication and interpersonal skills, to acquire knowledge of
the latest trends in technology, knowledge society, contemporary change in all field to
have exposure to industrial climate, social harmony, peace in society and to gain
confidence to face changes in the highly competitive and ever changing world.

The Quality Management in Higher Educational Institutes in India
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A STUDY ON MATERNAL HEALTH CARE PRACTICES AND
TREATMENT SEEKING BEHAVIOUR OF TRIBAL WOMEN IN
BORIVALI TALUKA OF MUMBAI

Abstract

This abstract is based on the Ph.D research conducted by Dr.AnitaPanot titled A Study
on Maternal Health Care Practices and Treatment Seeking Behaviour of Tribal Women
in BorivaliTaluka of Mumbai under the guidance of Dr.Sharath Kumar ex - faculty of
College of Social Work, NirmalaNiketan at the Mumbai University.

Introduction

The health status of the tribal women has distinctive problems, not because they have
special kind of health, but because of their settlement in difficult geographical areas and
circumstances in which they live. The utilisation of maternal health services is a
complex phenomenon and it is influenced by socio-cultural factors. Maternal health
practices and treatment-seeking behaviour of tribal women are important factors in
public health management, but this is often ignored while considering schemes for
providing health care services to people.

Objectives of the study

The objectives of the study was to ascertain the maternal health care practices and
treatment seeking behaviour of the tribal women living in remote and hilly areas of
Mumbai as well as their awareness and the source of their information about the public
health care services available for pregnant women, the nature of complications
experienced by them during pregnancy and their source of treatment. It also examined
the various factors which influenced their health practices and treatment-seeking
behaviour. The suggestions of the tribal women were also incorporated in this study.
The hypotheses tested in this study were made on the basis of available literature about
the subject.

Theoretical framework

Understanding human behaviour is a pre-requisite to changing behaviour and improving
health practices. To improve general health care of the poor, diverse approaches have

been used by NGOs and governments all over the world since long. Two approaches,

A STUDY ON MATERNAL HEALTH CARE PRACTICES AND TREATMENT SEEKING BEHAVIOUR OF TRIBAL WOMEN IN
BORIVALI TALUKA OF MUMBAI
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namely the human rights based approach and gender based approach to health were
used by researcher to understand the health issues of tribal women. Because
reproductive health has different implications for a woman or a girl than for a man or a
boy, it also encompasses a gender perspective. The gender based approach promotes the
inclusion of gender components in projects such as, research, interventions and health
system reforms from the start instead of including it in a later stage in the project.

The researcher also pointed out the importance of KAP surveys to pinpoint the factors
influencing behaviour that are known to most people, reasons for their behaviour and
how and why people practice certain health behaviours. The strength of Focused
Ethnographic Studies (FES) and rapid assessment studies was highlighted to explain its
importance especially in designing locally tailored Information Education and
Communication (IEC) messages. The researcher felt that the health and treatment
seeking behaviour models from social psychology, medical sociology and medical
anthropology allow for considerable extension of the determinant factors of behaviour
in KAP and FES studies.

The theoretical framework in this study included Health Belief Model and, Socio-
behavioral by Andersen andKroeger. The “four As” model was proposed by Good was
stressed to understand the key factors of health seeking into four groups where
availability includes geographic distribution of health facilities; accessibility includes
transport, roads and other expenditure, affordability consist of treatment costs, direct
and opportunity costs, and acceptability means cultural and social distance. The
researcher also stated Pathways model introduced by Good which focused on
recognition of symptoms, centers around the path that people follow until they use
different health services like home treatment, traditional healer and bio-medical facility.
The Life Course Perspective (LCP) was also discussed in the study to conceptualize
how various biological and social factors experienced at different life course stages can
independently, cumulatively and interactively influence health and diseases in adult life.
The literature review also focused on mother and child health life course perspective
(MCHLCP) for intervention during pregnancy. According to her, a timely intervention
during pregnancy can avert many complications.

An integrative approach was stressed to health is broadly defined as social, emotional,

mental, and physical well-being. It is an important marker for future health and well-

A STUDY ON MATERNAL HEALTH CARE PRACTICES AND TREATMENT SEEKING BEHAVIOUR OF TRIBAL WOMEN IN
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being across the life course, and for understanding health disparities, both their causes
and consequences.This approach does not specify which factors are the most important
in influencing health practices and treatment seeking behaviour, nor does it predict how
or which factors might interact. Rather, it serves a goal of integrating a wide range of
factors influencing practices and behaviours.In this study the researcher had largely
adopted the concepts and theories forwarded by the integrative approach.The researcher
intends to look at the various factors that influence the health practices and treatment
seeking behaviour of tribal women.

Methodology of the study

The study employed an explanatory survey design utilizing a total sample of one
hundred fifty (150) respondents residing in Borivalitaluka of Mumbai. The researcher
chose the survey method and used the personal interview technique. According to the
study conducted by Tribal Research and Training Institute, Tribal Development, Pune in
2003, out of the 63 hamlets in the three talukas of Mumbai, the population of the
Borivalitaluka comprises of 1,833 families with 8,425 tribals staying in 54 hamlets
spread from Borivali to Goregaon area. Out of the total population of 8,425 tribals the
population of tribal women is 4,162. Out of 46 hamlets, fifty percent that is 23 hamlets,
with the higher concentration of population was selected for this study. Therefore, the
universe of the study was all tribal women, residing in the Borivalitaluka of Mumbai.
Each individual tribal woman was the sampling unit. The researcher used the purposive
non-random sampling technique for selecting the respondents due to non-availability of
updated list of population from health posts and NGOs. Scouting was done to identify
these tribal hamlets with the help of the NGO staff. The researcher further identified the
women in these hamlets, and studied 150 respondents who met the criteria of age and
number of children.

The researcher also used an interview guide for conducting indepth interviews with
twelve women respondents who were selected for case studies and also were not part of
the sample for personal interview. It included questions on the personal and family
profile of the respondents like age, education, occupation, income and the type of
family. It also included questions on the complications faced and the treatment sought

during the three stages of pregnancies. Yet another part of the guide explored their
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responses and suggestions on the health care services required by them. The schedule
also included consent form for obtaining their verbal consent, which was read out to the
respondents after explaining the purpose of the study.

Findings, Discussions and recommendations

The finding of the study indicated that a large number of tribal women were illiterate.
Most of them were married between the age of 12 -17 years and delivered their two
children before the age of 18 years. Tribal women’s education influenced the choice of
age at marriage and number of pregnancies only among those who had higher level of
education. There was no significant influence of education on age of pregnancy. One of
the findings showed that education influenced the decision about the number of
pregnancies, to certain extent, at least among those higher educated respondents and
thus hypothesis was validated with this finding.

Most of the tribal women were aware about the services available for pregnant women
including free contraceptives supply available in public hospitals but only a few used it
after marriage. Indeed they had better understanding of number of children required.
Majority of them had two or three children and they had no plan to conceive in future.
There was not association found between respondent’s educational level and their plan
to conceive in future and the research hypothesis was nullified by the findings.

A large number of women were aware about the importance of consuming nutritious
food during pregnancy. Yet many women avoided certain food during pregnancy.
However the educated women did not follow the cultural taboos of not eating food first
day after delivery. The level of education influenced their decision to go for an
institutional delivery during first delivery but not in the case of second delivery. The
hypothesis was validated in case of first delivery but not in second delivery. Inspite of
tribal women awareness about the availability of services for family planning many of
the respondents did not use it. The research finding was not validated by the findings of
the study. The hypothesis that those women who are aware about the pregnancy
registration facility at the public hospital would also deliver in public hospital was
validated by findings.

The present study revealed that the major decisions with regards to utilisation of
hospital services during pregnancy were taken by the woman, her husband and family

members and not the community. However they had less say in decision making with
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regards to reproductive health. A majority of them were aware about the importance of
breast feeding immediately after delivery and also breast fed their children after delivery
irrespective of whether they received health education or not. Thus the research
hypothesis was not found as valid. A large number of tribal women were not aware
about the nutritional services provided by anganwadi during their pregnancy. However,
women who were highly literate were more aware than the illiterate.

A large number of women experienced complications related to anaemia during
pregnancy and availed treatment from public hospital and not traditional healers. Level
of education did not affect their communicating with the husband about the same.
Indeed urban tribal women had a better understanding about care required during
pregnancy. A significant number of educated respondents believed that women should
not eat less food during pregnancy as compared to illiterate. Hence the research
hypothesis was no found as valid. Interestingly, most of them, irrespective of their
educational status felt that women required rest during pregnancy.

Most of the tribal women in urban areas chose institutional delivery during the first
delivery as compared to second one and education was found as one of the significant
factors favourably influencing it. Hence the hypothesis was found as valid only in case
of the first delivery. However, the distance of hamlets to hospital and non-availability of
transport during labour pain had adversely affected their access to public hospital and
were compelled to deliver at home by untrained dais during the second delivery. The
findings of the present research study revealed that though tribal women spend more on
medicines, travel, laboratory tests and family planning operation, they could afford to
utilise public health care services, irrespective of their economic background.

A large number of respondents who were satisfied with the interaction with the health
care staff felt that they were accepted by the latter. Among them, many agreed that their
utilisation of health care services increased due to the acceptability by the health care
staff. Though a majority of the tribal women perceived that services related to
pregnancy were adequate and available in public hospital, such a facility was not
available in the community. Most of the women strongly suggested that health care

services were required in their padas or hamlets.
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The researcher strongly feels that the socio - cultural and medical dimension of tribal
health in the study the Borivalitaluka have undergone changes over a period. While they
continue to be traditional in many respects on matters affecting their lives, they are
definitely modern with regards to their understanding of maternal health care practices
and treatment seeking behaviour. Their minds have already been shifted to the modern
concept of health and treatment due to their exposure to education and modern
medicines.

It is evident from this study that government-run medical services continue to be the
main source of health care for less privileged groups like tribals. It is essential that their
right to free services without discrimination is given due consideration while planning
and implementing health policies and programmes. Besides, these women should be
empowered to take charge of their reproductive health needs. While conducting the
indepth interviews, many women revealed that they were not opposed to modern health
care per se, but were prevented from accessing these services by numerous socio-
cultural and economic factors. They were heavily dependent on public health care but
were unable to utilize it due to their poverty and vulnerability and this was evident from

the cases examined.
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Marriage and Girl’s Education: A Study of Obstacles in Rural Area of

Jalna District.

- Vikram Kashinathrao Rathod
Assistant Professor,
Jalna College of Social Work, Jalna

Introduction: - child marriage is a major social problem still practicing in rural
India. The enactment of various legislation and efforts of NGO to prevent child
marriage has restricted this practice but no remarkable work is found. The child
marriage is found in rural area and the parents are arranging marriages of their daughter
before attending the age. In India almost half of all girls marry before the age of 18
years, which is the legal age of marriage (UNICEF 2011). The earlier marriages have
adverse impact on girls’ health and earlier motherhood put the girls in danger, even this
increases the mortality rates.

Child marriage disproportionately affects young girls, who are much more likely
to be married as children than young boys (Mathur, Greene & Malhotra 2003). Child
marriage rates in South Asia are the second highest in the world, behind only West
Africa. In terms of numbers, one-half of all girls affected by child marriage reside in
South Asia (ICRW 2011).Few studies conducted on child marriage have attempted to
carefully measure the impact of child marriage on education.

While debating on this issues academician, researcher, social worker etc relates
the tradition of child marriage is one of the main cause in discontinuation of girls’
education. Apart from this number of assumptions about girl’s education also deals with
child marriages. Irrespective of considering the girls motives towards education, parent
discontinue it. The main difficulty is that the decision by a girl (or her parents) to marry
early is likely to be itself a function of the girl’s education potential.

Girls is assumed as lower academic and not able to study, the parents negative
towards continuation of girls education have strengthen the practices of child marriages.
Similarly, independently of their academic abilities, girls less interested in pursuing
their education may also marry earlier and might have dropped out of school even in the
absence of marriage,because education and marriage decisions are jointly made. There
is widespread consensus that child marriage violates the rights of girls, limits their
school attainment, learning, and future earnings, and has negative impacts on their
health and that of their children. Child marriage clearly contributes to poverty.

Child marriage is associated with lower levels of schooling for girls in every
region of the world and is a barrier to international development goals. A lost
opportunity for education is not only harmful for girls, but has wide-reaching
repercussions for their children and communities. Educating girls creates many positive
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outcomes for economic development and poverty reduction by improving a girl’s
income-earning potential and socio-economic status'.

Programmes/Schemes of Primary Education in Maharashtra:- to motivate
the children to continue their education government of Maharashtra has launched
Education programmes especially for primary education are launched. These are 1)
AhilyabaiHolkarschemes launched to promote the girls education.2) Education for girls
was made free unto matriculation. 3) Vasti Shala 4) Mahatma Phule Shikshan Hami
Yojana For children working as child labour in urban and rural areas, mainly in
agricultural field, animal rearing etc. 5) Free text Books to Primary Schools 6) Book
Bank Scheme for the students of primary and secondary run by ZillaParishad, IX)
Kasturba Gandhi BalikaVidyalaya Scheme (KGBVS) for girls studying upper primary
education, (BPL) category. Etc schemes and programmes launched by the government
even though the girls’ dropout rate is higher in rural area, to trace the causes and attitude
or approach of the parents towards girls’ education by keeping this aspect following set
of objectives are developed.

Study objectives:-

Thestudy intended tofocus on...

1.Social norms and assumptions which leads towards discontinuation of girls’
education. 2 To trace the opinions of parents and villagers towards earlier marriages
than continuation of education and

3. To identify various difficulties in continuation of girls education in rural area.
Methodology:-

This is qualitative study conducted in two villages of Jalna district. For obtaining
information Focused Group discussion was conducted with parents, teachers and
villagers on girls’ education and marriages. In two villages, parent, teacher and villagers
discussed by constituting separate group of each section.On the basis of group
discussion with parent, teacher and villagers following conclusions are drawn.

Research Findings -

Girls’ education in rural area is not encouraged. Irrespective of wishes of the
girls, parents discontinue the girls’ education. In every community of the village it is
found that all most all the parents are not in favor of continuation of girl’s higher
education at a taluka or district place. It is assumed that if any girl continues higher
education, she became more fashionable and in village community it gets difficult to
adjust if she got married in rural area. No parents are found in favour or job or any
service, it is strongly argued that, the education to the girls should be only up to the
locally available especially 7™ standard or having workable knowledge. In the FGD
family members raised question about the girls’ education and its association with job
and security. Few parents strongly opposed girls’ education by giving references of
elopement and affairs.

Honor is the prime consideration in rural area, no parent bear any type of blame
on her daughter. If any girl is blamed or any rumor spread in the village, parent
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immediate stops the girls’ education and search the bride for marriage. This type of
blame is supposed as stigma on the family and indirectly on the caste group people, so
parents are more cautious about this and take precaution not to happen this. Few parents
reported that, they have stopped girls’ education and preferred to marriage of daughter.

There is strong assumption in the villages that, the parent should marry daughter
immediate after attending the puberty, in Muslim this has been supported by the
religious preachers while others supported the statement. Therefore in rural area parents
use to prefer for girls marriage that continuation of the education. One more important
aspect found in girls’earlier marriage is that, if girls arehighly educated, it is assumed
that, no proper and equally qualified bridegroom found and if any he asks huge amount
as dowry.

Apart from this some difficulties put forth by parents are there is proper road and
transportation facilities to the village, most of the villager are dependent on private
transportation and there may be irregularity in it so, parent hesitate to send their
daughter at distanced school. Daily travelling of daughter is the matter of concern for
the parents; no girl can attend the school regularly on time and may not give proper time
for the study. And finally parents are in opinion that if there are lot of difficulties,
restrictions and assumptions about girls’ education why should they continue the girls
education it is better to search proper bridegroom and minimize the burden of marriage
of daughter which may impend in future.

Conclusions:-

Gender based norms and parents’ expectation is major cause for discontinuation of
girls’ education. Perceptions of the community and predetermined role of women have
impact on attitude of parents towards girls’ education. Government of Maharashtra has
provided number of facilities and programmes to promote the girls education and tried
to minimize the expenditure on girls education even though Economic considerations is
prime in discontinuation of girls education and motivation for child marriage.

In rural area the community is not ready to accept the alternative role of the girl
instead of traditional. Therefore still in rural area girls are preferred in traditional role
such as looking after the family and rearing the children. Apart from this the other
reasons for discontinuation of girls’ education are Lack of public education
infrastructure, facilities and teachers etc.

Finally, it is found that lot of work about awareness regarding girls’ education and
restriction of child marriage is required and NGO can perform leading role in awareness
and motivation for continuation of girls’ education and prevention of child marriages in
rural area.
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